Staphylococcus aureus endocarditis presenting as meningitis and mimicking meningococcal sepsis.
A case of Staphylococcus aureus meningitis (SAM) secondary to endocarditis is presented. The presence of a petechial rash affecting the lower limbs led to an initial presumptive diagnosis of meningococcal meningitis. There were no stigmata of endocarditis at presentation, though these subsequently developed. Underlying endocarditis should be diligently sought in any patient presenting with spontaneous SAM, even if typical stigmata are initially absent. In view of the association with skin lesions and neurological complications, S. aureus endocarditis may mimic the classical presentation of meningococcal sepsis.